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THE LAST WAR

In Palestine about 20 miles southwest of the Sea of Galilee is

a large hill or mound. It covers about 15 acres and rises over 200
feet above the surrounding plain. Regardless of appearances it is not
a natural feature of the land but what archeologists refer to as a "tel".
There are many such places in Palestine and this particular one is
known as Tel Megiddo.

If you have read James Michener!s book The Source you will know
that a tel is created by successive civilizations building upon the
ruins of those civilizations that preceded. Although Jericho near the
Dead Sea is older, perhaps even the oldest city in the world, the first
settlement at Megiddo probably dates back to 4000 BC.

Meggido had the misfortune of being strategically located. It was,
so to speak, located on the Old Testament freeway between Africa and
Asia. It therefore became very early a fortified city of major impor
tance. When Joshua divided the Promised Land between the sons of

Jacob, Megiddo lay in the portion allotted to Manasseh, but the book
of Judges indicates that Manasseh could not take the strongly fortified
city and it did not fall to the Israelites until 50 years later. As
many as 20 different cities may have been located at Megiddo and it
ceased to exist about 350 BC.

Ever since the beginning of this century extensive archeological
excavations have taken place at Tel Megiddo. One of the most signifi
cant discoveries was the cityTs monumental water tunnel probably built
about the year 900 BC, carved out of solid rock and which brought the
water supply inside the city walls. .As part of the project, a stone
wall was built to block the mouth of the cave leading to the waterfs
source. Thus the water was not accessible to a besieging enemy who
might poison or otherwise contaminate it. I have walked through that
tunnel and it is indeed an impressive engineering achievement.

A second significant discovery was what has been referred to as
Solomon's stables which could accommodate about 500 horses. There is
considerable doubt today that these were actually stables built in
King Solomon's time, but nevertheless they are there.

Megiddo, one of the most remarkable finds ever made in Palestine,
is mentioned eleven times in the Old Testament. But what relevance
does it have to the 20th century, and why would a Memorial Sunday
congregation have any interest in hearing about it?

Certainly Megiddo should have some interest for 20th century
Christians because it is also mentioned in the New Testament in the
passage we read earlier, although the name takes a slightly different
form. There it is referred to as Armageddon (from the Hebrew, Har
Megiddon). Because, throughout ancient history, Megiddo was the scene








