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GOD'S FIRST MISTAKE

Some may consider the title of this morning's sermon to be
blasphemous. How can God make a mistake? By definition God is perfect
and therefore anything God does must be perfect.

Not only does the title suggest God made a mistake, but infers
that if there was a first mistake others must have followed. That is
compounding blasphemy.

* According to the theology of the Old Testament, however, God did
make mistakes. The early Hebrews considered him to be very much like
themselves, only much more powerful. He was what we refer to as an
anthropomorphic deity—very man-like in all his qualities. Often it
is recorded in the Old Testament that God repented of what he had done.
Well, if God repents of his action the implication is that the action
was a mistake.

Some, noting the title of this sermon and being inclined to
cynicism, might promptly respond, "Yes, God made a mistake all right,
and the mistake was that he created man." As a matter of fact, in the
6th chapter of Genesis the author says, "It repented the Lord that he
had made man." Those who consider that to have been a mistake look
upon the world which God created as being a beautiful and lovely place
until man came along and spoiled it all. Man is the great spoliator
and he was God's first mistake. With that conclusion, however, I would
not concur, and that is not the reason for this sermon's title.

Some men, in spite of, or perhaps because of, the woman's libera
tion movement and because they do tend to be a bit chauvinistic, might
argue that God's first mistake was the creation of woman. Adam was
getting along fine until a woman came along and tempted him. Indeed,
according to the details of the Genesis story, Adam was guiltless.
It was Eve and her curiosity that caused the first fall of man. Adam
in fact blamed it all on her. (The woman tempted me and I did eat!)
Some have even argued that that was his sin—buck-passing.

Pew, if any, however, would argue that the creation of woman was
an error on God's part. Certainly not I! And certainly that is not
what the title of this sermon refers to. Quite the contrary. The
author of the book of Genesis has God admitting his first mistake when
he has Him observe Adam in the Garden of Eden and then says, "It is not
good for man to be alone." In other words, God's first mistake, self-
admitted, was to create man and put him on the face of the earth, alone.
"It is not good for man to be alone." And of course it must be recog
nized as equally true that it is not good for woman to be alone.

II

And yet the truth of the matter must be faced up to, and that is
that God so created and constructed both male and female that they are
in a very profound fashion always alone. We are born alone, in the
deepest sense we live alone, and certainly we die alone.








