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JOY IN THE MORNING

"But your sorrow shall be turned into joy,"
—John 16:20

Did you ever wonder why those first century disciples of Jesus
became his followers? What was it he offered that prompted them to
leave their nets, their tax collecting, their other vocations and
become Christ-followers?

Or more directly and intimately, why did you decide to become a
Christ-follower? Does it not seem a bit strange that millions of men and
women through 20 centuries would commit themselves to the service of a
man who promised them a great deal of difficulty and a lot of suffering?
Jesus warned his disciples, and through them the rest of us, that
discipleship could be a very costly business:

"They will persecute you and say all manner of evil
against you falsely for my sake,"

"I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, "

"They will slay you and think they do God a favor, "

The Old Testament may promise prosperity and success to those who
seek God, but the New Testament seems much of the time to offer only
the blessings of adversity. And in the face of adversity it admonishes
us to turn the other cheek and go the second mile. Are the hard demands
and stringent disciplines which Jesus outlined the motivation for our
commitment to him and his way? Is that why we follow him?

Why have so many millions been attracted to Jesus Christ and his
message? Why are you and I attracted to it?

It could be, one might suspect, that we are one of those Christians
who is only a well-wisher, a "Sunshine Christian" who will fall by the
wayside when the going gets tough, the night gets dark, and the perse
cution and adversity come. Perhaps we are Christians only so long as
we think things are going to go our way.

It may be that we see only the positive blessings of the faith—
the promised joy, the strength and courage that can heal our hurts.
It may be that we have never considered the possibility that our faith
may one day cause us to suffer. We see it only as a way to prevent
or alleviate any suffering that may happen to confront us.

Or, just perhaps, could it be that you and I are challenged by
the difficult, are responsive to danger and adversity, and are willing to
join the side of truth even though we may believe it to be the losing side?








