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THE SONS OF GOD

Orthodox Christian theology contends that all men are sinners.
Womenfs-libbers need not feel left out because that same orthodoxy
asserts that all women are sinners also. It is the argument of the
strict and literal interpreters of the Bible that because Adam, the
first man, disobeyed God, you and I have inherited his sinful nature
and that the natural state of man is evil. I must confess that I would
have had difficulty accepting that last Sunday as I held my 2h months'
old granddaughter in my arms and baptized her. I certainly have not
been able to see anything evil or sinful in her, nor in any other child
I have ever baptized, even those that screamed bloody murder during
the process.

Nevertheless, large segments of the Christian church have held
to this concept of man for nearly 2000 years. There is some difficulty
however in reconciling every Biblical passage which deals with the
matter. For instance, the author of the 8th Psalm, presumably King
David, put his emphasis on a much different aspect of man's nature,

"When I consider thy heavens the work of thy fingers,
the moon and the stars which thou hast ordained; what
is man that thou art mindful of him, and the son of man
that thou visitest him?

"For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels
and hast crowned him with glory and honor. "

Those words hardly make man out to be a depraved being.

In spite of man's supposed depravity, John the Evangelist insisted
that God loved mankind to the point of sending his own son, Jesus Christ,
into the world in order that each of us "might not perish but have
everlasting life." At least we are not so depraved that we have put
ourselves outside the pale of God's love.

In other words, in spite of all the evil in man's nature, in
spite of his sin and corruption, he is a creature of great potential,
precious in the sight of God. Deep buried in his mind and soul is a
latent power for goodness and greatness and it is that which God is
seeking to draw out of him.

The Gospel of John is the only one of the Gospels to contain the
phrase, the "sons of God" and it uses the phrase only once. It declares
that to all who received Jesus as the true light of God, "He gave power
to become the sons of God." The term however is synonymous with "the
children of God," which is used numerous times in all Gospels and in
the Letters of Paul. It is a phrase which exalts the potential in each
human being.










