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THE SPIRIT OF GOD

My own experience has persuaded me that one of the most difficult
concepts in Christian theology for the average person to grasp is the
doctrine of the Trinity which asserts that God is one but is also
three—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

It is the doctrine of the Trinity which persuaded some American
Christians in the 18th century publicly to deny the historic orthodoxy
and proclaim belief in but one true God, and later in 1825, to
establish the Unitarian Church. It is the doctrine of the Trinity
which has caused some non-Christians to look upon trinitarian Christians
as polytheists (believers in many Gods), rather than monotheists
(believers in one God).

It is the doctrine of the Trinity which I find most difficult
to explain to the young people in Covenant classes. And after I have
explained it they still seem to have some difficulty understanding it.
I hope I explain it to them in a more simple and comprehensible fashion
than does Webster's Unabridged Dictionary which gives the theological
explanation of the Trinity in the following terms:

"The union of three persons or hypostases (the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghost) in one Godhead, so that all
the three are one God as to substance, but three persons
or hypostases as to individuality."

If anyone here this morning completely understands that, there
are many others here who no doubt would appreciate enlightenment.
It is one of those explanations which fails to explain and what it
really says is on the face of it contradictory, that is, that there are
three persons who are not really three persons but one person.

Theology sometimes employs terms which are extremely difficult
for the average Christian to understand. I think of the good layman
showing me the nave where I was to be guest preacher and saying,
"Speak loudly because the agnostics in this church are not very good!"

What I attempt to explain to the young people in the Covenant
classes is that God reveals himself to mankind in three different ways.
First he reveals himself as the Creator of the material world. As

Creator he is the Father of all. Secondly, he reveals himself in
and through the life of Jesus Christ, his unique son, through whose
life and teachings you and I can be redeemed or made new. Thirdly,
God reveals his presence and nearness to each of us at many times in
our lives as we pray and meditate and seek fellowship with him. His
presence is always there and available when we need it. That presence
is God's spirit which daily attends us and sustains and strengthens us.
Thus God is not three persons, but one God who reveals himself to man
in three different ways, creator, redeemer and sustaining presence.








