
October 30, 1977
Matthew 5:43-48
Norman S. Ream

TO KNOW, TO BE, TO DO

We begin this morning with a quotation from Dorothy Sayers.
She comments on today's society as being a parallel to Dante's Inferno:

"That the Inferno is a picture of human society in a
state of sin and corruption, everybody will readily agree.
And since we are today fairly well convinced that society
is in a bad way and not necessarily evolving in the direction
of perfectability, we find it easy enough to recognize the
various stages by which the deep of corruption is reached.
Futility; lack of a living faith; the drift into loose
morality, greedy consumption, financial irresponsibility,
and uncontrolled bad temper; a self-opinionated and obstinate
individualism; violence, sterility, and lack of reverence for
life and property including one's own; the exploitation of
sex, the debasing of language by advertisement and propaganda,
the commercialization of religion, the pandering to supersti
tion, and the conditioning of people's minds by mass hysteria,
and spell-binding of all kinds, venality and string pulling
in public affairs, hypocrisy, dishonesty in material things,
intellectual dishonesty, the fomenting of discord (class
against class, nation against nation) for what one can get
out of it, the falsification and destruction of all the means
of communication, the exploitation of the lowest and stupidest
mass emotions; treachery even to the fundamentals of kinship,
country, the chosen friend, and the sworn allegiance: these
are the all too recognizable stages that lead to the cold death
of society and the extinguishing of all civilized relations. "

All will recognize that these ills exist in our society, although
all may not agree as to their extent. Some will argue that things
have been worse and that all of this is but a passing phase on the road
to a much better future. Others will assert that it is a chamber of
horrors which makes any halloween ghost-house look tame by comparison
and that dire consequences are inevitable.

Whether one is optimistic or pessimistic, one must admit that all
of these evils do exist to some degree, and that the decent, morally-
principled citizens ought to seek to do what they can to correct the
situation. Because the conditions exist, I have during the past
several weeks urged the importance of the Christian Church and our
individual commitment to it. But now we must ask more specifically
what can be done, not only by Christians within the church, but by
every right-minded and sincere citizen, if our beloved nation is not
to go the way of so many before it—nations which had their moment of
glory and, corrupted by success, fell into decay.








