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THE GOOD NEWS!

"He went round the whole of Galilee. . .
preaching the gospel of the Kingdom."

—Matthew 4:23

I once read of a man who had spent most of his life studying the
effects of humidity on wire worms. I don't know what wire worms look
like and Ifm not especially eager to find out, but the man who is
studying them so avidly is not particularly unique in our society, a
society wherein so many of us tend to become specialists. The situation
is reflected in the definition of a Ph.D. as one who knows more and more
about less and less.

In the field of religion, as in other disciplines, there is a
specialized vocabulary, and if clergymen are not careful that vocabulary
can separate them from the very people with whom they are attempting to
communicate. There are words like eschatology, ecclesiastical,
ecumenical, apocalyptical; and even words like salvation, redemption,
justification, which have specialized meanings for the expert, but often
have little or no meaning for the average layman. In order, therefore,
to avoid confusion, it is always advisable to define one's terms.

One very common term in Christian use is the word "gospel". It is
from the Anglo Saxon word "godspel" and literally means good tidings,
or good news. In translation it comes through the Latin into English
as "evangel" which in the New Testament is the Christ-message. Today
the word gospel is used almost exclusively to refer to the four books
which tell of the earthly life of Jesus; Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

0n Palm Sunday we commemorate the entry of Jesus into the city
of Jerusalem. The event is recorded in all four Gospels. Jesus had
entered the holy city before without causing any undue commotion. But
this time he came as one fulfilling prophecy, and it had been written in
the Old Testament book of Zechariah,

"Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of lion, shout,
0 daughter of Jerusalem: behold thy king oometh
unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly,
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of
an ass. '•'

The demonstration which this entry occasioned caused the Jewish
religious authorities to be concerned lest more and more people be
attracted to this man, and thus the true faith, as they conceived it,
be endangered.








