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ON BEING A WHOLE PERSON

When I was a seminary student in Evanston, Illinois, I had
numerous occasions when I would ride the elevated train into the heart
of Chicago. On more than one of those occasions I was accosted by
another young person of about my same age, and usually from Moody
Bible Institute, who would suddenly ask me, "Are you saved?"

If you have ever had that experience you will understand that
when your thoughts are off in a completely different direction and you
are suddenly confronted with a query concerning the eternal destiny
of your soul, from a person who is a complete stranger, you find
yourself a bit nonplused and not at all sure what it is you should
answer.

In the first place, it is one of those questions which really
does not have an answer until the question itself is clearly defined.
One might well answer the question by Dosing several of his own:
"What do you mean by 'saved'? Saved by what? Saved to what?"
Unfortunately such questions would probably give the original questioner
an excellent opportunity to preach to you a sermon you do not really
wish to hear.

An Englishman whose name I do not recall tells of two of his
countrymen meeting on a train one day. The one suddenly asked of the
other, "What is your religion?" The second gathered up all of his
English dignity and replied, "The religion of every sensible man."
But the questioner, not to be put off, continued, "And what is that?"
To which the victim responded, "What every sensible man refuses to
^ rnuss. "

If one were to respond to the question, "Are you saved?" with
a simple and categorical "yes", then of course he would be in grave
danger of having committed the sin of pride. If he answers simply in
the negative he also puts himself in a highly defensive and unenviable
position. If he answers that he doesn't know or isn't sure whether
or not he is saved, then he makes himself out to be something of a
fool. I would suspect, therefore, that the best answer in such a
situation might well be to reply, "I'd rather not discuss such a
personal and important matter with a complete stranger."

The most basic difficulty with such a question is that he who
asks it and he to whom it is directed often have entirely different
understandings as to what the question means. My own experience has
been that most of the time those who confront either strangers or their
friends and acquaintances with such a question usually mean by it,
Do you believe exactly what I believe about the Bible and about Jesus?
If you do you are saved. If you do not you are very likely damned."








