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THE HEART OP JESUS' MESSAGE

"For God is love. ..." —I John 4:9

Not every parent is wise and understanding, and certainly no
parent is infallible. But most parents love their children and try hard
to raise them in the best way possible. I would like to tell you about
one parent, a mother, who meant well but made a serious mistake. She
tried, when he was naughty, to browbeat and threaten her son into being
good by saying such things as, "God won't like you", or. "God will be
angry".

Such threats might for awhile be successful in making a child
behave abnormally well. But they will certainly not contribute to a
very good relationship between the child and God, and the child will
quite possibly grow up with an unhealthy fear of God. When the New
Testament talks about "the fear of the Lord" it is referring not to
terror and dread, but to awe and respect.

One day this particular mother, being unsuccessful in trying to
get her son to finish eating a dish of prunes, sent him to bed while
yelling after him that this stubbornness on his part had made God very
angry. It was an unwise thing to do and in a little while a violent
thunder storm broke with lots of lightning, hail and wind. The mother
began to have second thoughts. Maybe she had overdone this idea of God's
anger in view of this dramatic display of his power. So she went
upstairs to her son's bedroom to see how he was reacting and possibly
to comfort him in his guilt. When she entered the room she saw him
o?,?^n? °f tl?e wlndow Qulte relaxed and saying, "God sure makes an
awful fuss over two prunes!"

Unfortunately there are many children who would not react with
such good common sense. Often, as a consequence of what they are told
as children, they grow up unable to establish a warm and meaningful
relationship with God because they are afraid of him. They look upon
God as the punisher of all their misdeeds, whether those misdeeds are
intended or unintended. God becomes a formidable figure instead of a
loving and kind Father.

II

4 «.u P? m?st lmP°rtant thing any one of us can ever learn about God
is that he is a God of love! The central principle in all of Jesus'
teaching which he manifested in his words and in his life, was that
God's nature is love. It is, I repeat, the most important thing you and
I can ever discover. 6 J








