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ON MY HONOR

I have always been an admirer of William Shakespeare. Or perhaps,
if you prefer, I have always been an admirer of whoever it was who
wrote the works which we commonly attribute to William Shakespeare.
Probably a majority of those present this morning were at one time
required to memorize certain passages from the great writings of this
magnificent English author.

One of those passages must, in that case, have been one to which
I wish to refer this morning. Many of you will no doubt be able to
repeat it with me—the words of Antony upon the occasion of Caesar's
death:

"Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears;
I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him.
The evil that men do lives after them;
The good is oft interred with their bones;
So let it be with Caesar. The noble Brutus
Hath told you Caesar was ambitious:
If it were so, it was a grievous fault;
And grievously hath Caesar answer 'd it.
Here, under leave of Brutus and the rest,—
For Brutus is an honourable man;
So are they all, all honourable men,—
Come I to speak in Caesar*s funeral.
He was my friend, faithful and just to me:
But Brutus says he was ambitious;
And Brutus is an honourable man.

You will recall that as Antony speaks he repeatedly refers to
those previous words of Brutus in which Brutus proclaims the ancient
argument of all tyrants that what was done in murdering Caesar was not
done for selfish interest but for the good of Rome, and Brutus asks to
be heard for the sake of his honor. Antony, thus mocks him in referring
repeatedly to Brutus* insistence that he, and the others who conspired
to murder Caesar, are all honorable men.

It is to that same honor that all of us who ever were Boy Scouts
referred when we pledged the Scout oath, "On my honor I will do my best
to do my duty to God and to my country,"etc.

It is indeed a noble and an ancient custom to pledge one's honor.
Heads of state and all lesser officials do it when they take public
office. *

Samuel, that ancient Hebrew, however, was somewhat unique in that
he, near the end of his long and distinguished career, called the people
of Israel together and asked them to testify whether he had been
faithful and honorable in the way in which he had administered his
duties. One wonders how many modern political leaders might stand
under the scrutiny Samuel invited of himself.








