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THE PROPER USE OF LIFE

Out of the ancient Sanskrit teachings of India, comes the story
of three magicians, friends since boyhood, who admitted into their
circle a very friendly but simple-minded companion. One day the four
of them set out on a journey. Before long they came upon a pile of
bones beneath a tree. They were eager to practice their magic powers
so one of them said, "I can cause these bones to assemble themselves
into a skeleton." At his command they did so. The second then said,
"I can clothe the skeleton with flesh." And it was done. The third
magician insisted, "I can endow the whole thing with life." "Wait a
minute," cried the new and simple-minded friend. "Don!t you realize
that that is a tiger?" The three magicians scorned him as he quickly
climbed the tree. When the tiger was brought to life it devoured the
three magicians.

It is an excellent illustration of what can happen to people
when they "know how" to do something but do not "know why" they ought
or ought not do it. Other examples will quickly come to mind. We
"know how" to make all kinds of destructive things, but some of the
time we do not seem to "know why" we have made them or what is their
proper use. It is the difference between technology and philosophy.
Technology can tell us how to do, or how to make, all kinds of things,
but does not tell us why we should or should not do or make them, or
how we should use them once they are made. That is the task of
philosophy, and religion is the highest form of philosophy.

On Palm Sunday close to 2,000 years ago, Jesus was faced with
a situation in which he had to make a difficult choice. In his case
he knew both "what" he ought to do and "why" he ought to do it.

What must he do? The time had come when it was no longer possible
to go on teaching and preaching. He had arrived at the crisis, the
moment of decision. Now he knew that what he must do was to enter
Jerusalem and openly challenge the religious leaders, the scribes and
Pharisees. Why should he do it? Because the alternative was to put
an end to his effective ministry. He felt that this final challenge
was God's will for him. He could not now retreat with honor. One
supreme act of dedication and example was necessary in order to demon
strate to his fellowmen the length and breadth and height of the love
of God. How was he to accomplish Godfs will? There was only one way—
to endure the shame of the cross. That is what he did.

II

Life puts similar choices before each one of us over and over
again. If we do not have any life philosophy, if we are not committed
to any particular way of life, we will often know "how" to get what
we want, but we will not know "why" we really want it, or why we ought
to want it, and when we get it it may soon prove to be not what we
wanted at all.








