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A MIND-BOGGLING THOUGHT

One night, not long ago, as I was watching on television the
games of the 21st Olympiad, I became suddenly conscious that one of the
announcers who was as obviously thrilled by some of the performances as
I, used a particular figure of speech over and over again. The per
formances were, he kept repeating, "mind-boggling".

I recalled that several years previous, when I had once used that
phrase, one of my children accused me of manufacturing it. It is
indeed an unusual hyphenated word which comes to us from the British
Isles. It did not there have the same meaning as we Americans give it
today when we mean by it something unusual and outstanding to the point
of being almost beyond belief.

My own mind has recently been boggled many times. In this elec
tion year some of the actions of politicians boggle my mind. One of the
most mind-boggling events of my life took place very recently when the
Viking spacecraft landed on Mars and sent back to earth pictures as
sharp and clear as could be hoped for by the most ardent photographer.
The whole space program is mind-boggling. It is almost beyond the
imagination. It is amazing and on the verge of the miraculous. It is
an outstanding accomplishment which is difficult for the mind of man to
comprehend, yet it is the mind of man that has accomplished it all.

With our successful explorations into outer space we are getting
more and more fascinated by the possibility that there is life on
other planets, in other solar systems, with whom we may one day communi
cate. Reading about that recently, I came across a statement by a
scientist, Lee DuBridge, who exclaimed, "Either mankind is alone in the
galaxy, or he is not; either alternative is mind-boggling."

Some people seem worried and concerned about the world coming to
an end. That's a mind boggier! Well, life on earth may one day come to
an end, but it will more likely be the result of man's actions rather
than God's. The universe itself is constantly changing, but it is
unlikely that it will come to an end, at least in our time. When I was
at the university it was estimated that the universe was about ten
billion years old. That's pretty mind-boggling. Nevertheless, through
the study of radio active nuclear decay, scientists now tell us the
universe is twice that old, or 20 billion years. That is even more
mind-boggling. If it has gone on for 20 billion years it seems likely
that it will go on for a few million more.

II

But now let me re-tell and paraphrase the story of Jacob as it is
recorded in the book of Genesis, for within that story there is also a
mind-boggling idea. Jacob, son of Isaac, was traveling from Beersheba








