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A CURE FOR CYNICISM AND DESPAIR

Not infrequently these days I receive letters from college
students. Some are complimentary. The writers tell me how much they
have received from their relationship with their church and express
appreciation for it. Others are not so complimentary, but are full

of ideas as to what a church like ours and its ministers ought to be
doing to help solve the many complicated social problems with which
our nation is confronted.

I appreciate all of these letters whether they be for us or
against us, whether they be complimentary or antagonistic. Over the

years I have learned how to accept criticism.

I have been condemned by

some because I was too liberal and by others because I was too conser

vative. I have been called a communist, but I have also been picketed
by communists. I have learned that if you try to please everyone you
please no one. I have by this time in my life developed some deep
convictions and have learned that one should live by and preach his
convictions, while respecting those whose convictions may be different.

Be faithful to your own understanding of God and God's will for you;
try to be open to new truth and understanding; do the very best you can;
commit the rest into the hands of God.

Today many of the letters I receive, and the conversations in which

I engage, both with youth as well as with mature adults, reflect a deep
sense of frustration which often ends up being a form of cynicism and
despair. Things are in such awful shape, the problems are so immense,
there is skepticism that any solution is possible. The population
explosion, the problem we have with pollution, the threat of nuclear
annihilation, the apparently insoluble problems in Ireland and Israel,
and more recently the economic dislocations here at home which cloud

32 ®mPloyment Picture and threaten economic insecurity—all of these,
added to the disillusionment caused by the Watergate scandal, lead many
people to a sense of hopelessness. Where they once might have asked
with a kind of quiet desperation, "What can we do?" they are now tempted
to state with an attitude of cynicism and despair, "There is nothing

that can be done!"

Such of course is not the case. There is always something that
can be done and many things that should be done. Doing is indeed the
very essence of the matter.

I am acquainted with one young man not wholly atypical, but
fortunately one whose number is not large, who has become so discouraged,
hopeless and frustrated with the condition which he now perceives the
world to be in that he does, to all intents and purposes, absolutely
nothing save sit and ponder the whole sorry mess. He does not go to
school to prepare himself to serve, nor does he work and contribute
something socially useful.

