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The other night I had a brief but interesting conversation with
one of my children. I had gone to the kitchen for a late night snack
when I confronted him doing the same thing. I had in my hand a book
I had been reading, and spotting it, he asked me what it was. It
happened to be a book our church school director, Nancy Smart, had
asked me to read and was entitled Parents and Religion. My son's
inquiry opened the door for me to suggest that he might like to read
the book, as it was too late for me to use its advice in the education

and training of my children.

He responded that it was too early for him.

One could hardly have asked for a better opening and so I took it.
I replied that it is often too late but it is never too early. My
brief homily on the subject concluded by pointing out that the parental
influence on a child begins at the moment the child is born,perhaps even
earlier, and what that influence is going to be is in large part
determined long before one ever becomes a parent.
We are all of us all of the time preparing for the future. It is
unavoidable. We may be preparing very badly or very well, but we are
always preparing.

Let me give you a striking illustration of what I mean.

A Roman

Catholic priest, Father John Powell, in a recent article on prayer
points out that the habits formed in youth can become tyrants in old
age. He recalls an experience he had in seminary, waiting in a
corridor of the infirmary, while a fellow student was tucking in two
aged and bed-ridden priests for the night.

Let Father Powell tell

what happened:

"One of them was bitter and complaining, completely
ungrateful.

The other thanked the brother and told him

he would say an extra prayer for him before falling asleep.
A sudden intuition gripped and frightened me. One day I
would be one of those two priests: selfish and cantankerous,
or loving and grateful.
But I knew as I stood in the
corridor of the infirmary that the decision would not be
made in the twilight of my life. It would be made in the
young, formative years. It was being made then. Our

yesterdays lie heavily upon our todays and our todays lie
heavily upon our tomorrows."

These 45 young people who have this morning declared their faith
in Jesus Christ and become members of the Christian church have, during
the past two years of study, determined in some way what kind of persons
they will be during the balance of their lives.

It was not the fact

that they were in the Covenant Class alone that made the difference, but
their attitude, their interest, their diligence in study, and now, the

