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YOU CAN!T DO AS YOU PLEASE

In spite of the title which I have appended to this sermon, I
wish to begin by stating that the fact of the matter is, one can do as
he pleases. Yes, one can do as he pleases if he is not concerned with
the consequences of what he does. One can do as he pleases if he
doesn't care about others and if he doesn't care about himself.

But of course everyone does have some measure of concern about

himself, however little it may be.

The very assertion that we would

like to do as we please indicates a concern for that self we wish to
please.
Almost all of us likewise have some amount of concern for

others even though we may argue to the contrary.

Nevertheless one does often hear it protested:

"I'm going to

do as I please and I don't care what anyone else thinks!"

The desire to do what we please, when we please, and if we
please, is probably a special and highly developed animal desire

existing only in man. No squirrel ever said to himself, "I don't give
a hang what others do, I'm going to do what I please this year and
not gather any nuts!" No animal decides for himself that he is going
to change his habits and not hibernate during the winter. No bird
concludes that it is not going to fly south when the urge comes.
These are powerful instinctive forces and although there is some
argument as«to whether man has any instincts at all, it is nevertheless
true that if he does have them they are extremely limited. He must
make his decisions on some other basis, namely his power to reason.
But reason is not the total governing factor.

Man is also a

creature possessed of powerful emotions and his emotions often play
a larger part than reason in urging him to do what he pleases rather
than what reason says he ought. Emotionally he rebels against laws,
rules, public opinion and social restraints. Yet when he examines
the experience of his race he realizes that some restraints are
necessary because man is imperfect. Man often chooses that which is
pleasant over that which is wise.
II

Basically the reason we can't all just run around doing what we
please is that there are principles, laws and rules, many of which
are beyond our power to alter. Man can break them or ignore them,
but not without unhappy consequences. If we want order and peace in
our own lives and in society we must respect and obey those objective
principles.

Let us offer some examples.

