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CAN WE SAVE OUR MARRIAGES?

It is difficult to find in the New Testament any passages of

scripture which have a direct and specific reference to marriage.
Jesus was not married nor was Paul.

The latter, as evidenced in much

that he wrote, expressed primarily the customs and mores of his time,
rather than general principles on the subject of matrimonial harmony.
Paul put the husband in the pre-eminent position. That was the way

things were in his day. There was no reason for Paul, a bachelor, to
seek to change things. He is a bit like the newlyweds who went to the
beach and of course the wife could not decide what to wear.

"Here,

honey," said the husband, "wear my pants." "But darling," she replied,
"they are much too big for me." "And don't you ever forget it,"
responded the husband.

Specifically, the New Testament says very little about marriage.
However, every moral and ethical precept laid down there has an important
application to matrimony.

As a consequence many marriage counselors

believe that religion is by far the most important ingredient in a
happy marriage,- as indeed it is in any human relationship. We shall
speak further of this in a few minutes.
I have already indicated in my annual report to the congregation
my intense concern for marriage and the family. I believe the future
of America as a nation, as well as the future of our individual children,
is heavily dependent upon what happens between husbands and wives and
on what happens in our homes and families.

My concern is generated by my experience as a counselor and by
statistics.
I have seen what happens in broken marriages and broken
homes and I assure you that no effort to preserve those marriages and
homes is too great.
The statistics show an alarming increase in

divorce. In the last decade divorce increased by 85%. For every three
new marriages today one old marriage ends in divorce or annulment.*
And the rate continues to climb.

One consequence is that last year

there were nearly 9 million children under 18 years of age growing up
in fatherless homes.
No wonder Colley Cibber wrote: "0, how many
torments lie in the small circle of the wedding ring."
II

If one had to put his finger on the general and primary cause of
marital failure there is no doubt that the answer would be immaturity.

The young entering marriage are indeed blinded by love.
Even with
added years and experience many, many people fail to mature.
Let me list
some attitudes which can be deadly to any marriage and of which the
immature are so often guilty:

* U.S. News & World Report, August 14, 1972, page 30

