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WHEN FAITH FALTERS

I have thought about the subject of this sermon for a long time.
There have come to my attention over the years many situations in
which men and women have been in such a complicated and frustrating
predicament there seemed absolutely nothing that could be done which
could extricate them. Becoming aware of their dilemma, their quandary,
their crisis, and finding so little I could do to help, I have often
found myself asking, "What can one do when there is nothing to be done?"

I posed this question the other day to a group of men with whom
I meet regularly—all members of this congregation. I was gratified
to hear their answer to the effect that there is never any situation
so bad, so hopeless, that there is nothing one can do, for one can
always pray. I cannot guarantee that these men always practice
prayer under those circumstances, but I was happy that they felt that
way about it. And they are, of course, absolutely right. No situation
is ever so bad that nothing can be done. If nothing else one can face
the situation with calmness and courage and demonstrate to others how
it is to be faced triumphantly.

Dr. Victor Frankl tells of a situation in which I hope you and I
never find ourselves. He is a well known psychiatrist who believes
that the cause of most of our psychogenic illness is due to a lack of
meaning in life. He gave an address sometime ago to the men of San
Quentin Prison. Afterwards he was told that the men on death row were
not permitted to come to the lecture and there was one man there who
was about to be executed. Would Dr. Frankl speak to this man on the
telephone. What do you say in a situation like that? What message
would you have for a man about to die? What would you share with him
about the meaning of life? It is indeed an extreme case, but it well
illustrates the importance of the question, "What does one do when
there is nothing to be done?" In a few weeks I will refer again to
Dr. Frankl and tell you what it was he said to that doomed man.

Jesus faced the same question. A father brought to the disciples
an epileptic son. The disciples could not cure him. The father, full
of love and compassion and concern for his boy, turned to Jesus. Jesus
told him that there is always something that can be done: "Everything
is possible to him who has faith." Then the father offered a heart
rending plea; "I have faith: help me where faith falls short."

II

Faith seems to be falling short all over the world today. Every
where one looks there is a mood of pessimism and despair. It is what
Gerald Heard called a "failure of nerve", and what we are calling this








