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WHEN WILL CHRISTMAS COME?

Most of us should be aware by this time that man has more than
five senses. We used to talk a lot about a sixth sense, but we
probably have a great many more than six. One of them is a sense
of time, and it is one which we have not as yet highly developed.
It is very unreliable and depends on whether we are waiting for
something good or for something we dread.

For children time passes much more slowly than for adults.
Children are to be found at this time of the year asking such questions
as: "When will Christmas come?" and "How many more days until
Christmas?" When I was a boy we had a common expression referring
to one who was slower than a tortoise: "He's slower than Christmas."

For adults the situation is somewhat different. Every year Christmas
comes faster, and in my case I seem barely to file away the Christmas
Eve sermon when it is time to prepare the first Advent sermon.

In any event let us talk for a moment about the question asked
by excited, anxious children as they await the glories of Christmas
morning, "When will Christmas come?"

You don't satisfy them, of course, by answering, "It will come
on the 25th of December," or, "It will come in exactly 9 days."
They are not really asking for that kind of answer. They are not
really asking anything. They are making a statement which goes
something like this: "It seems as if Christmas will never come."

And that is what this sermon is all about this morning when it
asks, "When will Christmas come?" It echoes the cry of humanity
through the ages, "Will the spirit and the promise of Christmas
ever come?"

II

First let's examine what the spirit and the promise of Christmas
are. We can perhaps begin in a negative fashion.

Two cousins, one in Omaha and one in Philadelphia, illustrate
what the spirit of Christmas is not. A few days before Christmas
one sends a Christmas card to the other. In the envelope is a five
dollar bill. A day or two later the other receives a card in his
mail. In it is also a five dollar bill. The cousin in Omaha explains
the situation; "We used to mail gift packages to each other at
Christmas. Then one year I couldn't think of anything to get him so
I sent him five dollars and told him to pick out something he really
liked. The next year he sent me a similar note. That's how we got in
the habit." Why not forget the money and just send the cards?
"Because," he explains, "that would take the spirit out of it."








