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HAVE YOURSELF A VICTORY

"Neither do I condemn thee; go and sin no more,"
--John 8:11

Several weeks ago when we announced the Lenten program for the
year you were all urged to read and study the Gospel of John as a
Lenten discipline. An intensive study of one book of the Bible has,
in my own experience, proven to be a very valuable practice. This
year it proved to be particularly valuable to me.

In connection with the request I announced that all of the
Lenten sermons would have as their scriptural basis some passage from
John's Gospel. One of the subjects I particularly wanted to cover
during this holy period of the year was the subject of forgiveness.
When a person has found the strength and the courage to forgive someone
for a real or an imaginary wrong he has done something very difficult
for most of us to do and has achieved a victory in his religious life.
Hence, the title of the sermon.

After deciding to preach on the subject of forgiveness I thought
I would select one of the familiar Gospel passages wherein Jesus talks
about forgiveness. To my amazement and consternation, however, I
discovered what I had never known before--the Gospel of John nowhere,
from start to finish, contains the slightest reference to the subject
of forgiveness. In the King James version neither the word "forgive"
nor any of its derivatives appears. In the New English version the
word appears but once, and that when Jesus tells his disciples that
what they forgive shall be forgiven, and what they do not forgive
will remain unforgiven, a passage, by the way, whose authenticity is
doubted by many scholars.

Some may argue that there is an additional passage appearing
only in the Gospel of John which admonishes forgiveness and demon
strates in a very lovely way the forgiving love of Jesus. It is again
a passage of doubtful authenticity for it is one which does not
appear in all ancient manuscripts. It is the passage in which Jesus
is confronted with a woman taken in adultery. But if you read the
passage carefully you will discover that no act of forgiveness is
revealed. Rather Jesus asks, "Has no man condemned thee?" When he
receives a negative reply, he asserts, "Neither do I condemn thee;
go and sin no more." It would be difficult to argue that a refusal
to condemn is equivalent to the extension of forgiving love,








