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DON'T AVOID ADVERSITY

"Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe,
thou shouldest see the glory of God?"

—John 11:40

3ome years ago, in a book by Albert Jay Nock, I came across a
law of human behavior which I had never previously been aware of and
have encountered nowhere since. Mr. Nock, in his book Memoirs Of
A Superfluous Man, referred to Epstein's Law. I have never discovered
who the mysterious Mr. Epstein was, but his law goes like this:

"Man always seeks to satisfy his needs and desires with the
least possible effort."

That man does seek the easiest possible way to do something,
is not necessarily bad. In large part it explains the Industrial
Revolution and our 20th century affluency. All labor saving devices
are, I suppose, the product of Epstein's Law,

Our thesis this morning, however, is that although Epstein's
Law may very accurately describe most human behavior, it is not
necessarily a virtue always to seek the easiest and most convenient
way to satisfy our needs and our desires.

For one thing it is very tempting at times to mistake the easiest
and fastest way for the best way. We have a colloquialism which states
that "the fastest way home is the longest way round". Sometimes what
appears to be the hard and arduous way is in the long run the fastest
and the easiest way, or at least the most effective way, A young
woman trying to capture a husband often discovers this to be true.
A wife trying to persuade her husband to grant her whim seldom uses
the direct frontal attack.

I was recently the victim of such an indirect technique. I was
asked to give an invocation at a certain meeting and when I assented
the one making the request asked, "As long as you are going to be there
anyway, will you also give us a ten minute inspirational talk?" I
tried to evade the trap by suggesting that all my inspirational talks
were geared to twenty minutes. But my evasive tactics were unsuccessful.

No, the direct way, the easy way, the most convenient way, is
not always the best way.








