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THE ENERGY OP LOVE

Love seems to be a very popular subject today. Young people
especially are talking about it more than ever before. They are
talking about it not only in terms of its romantic implications which
they have always done, but they are talking about it as a panacea for
all the ills of the world. In nearly every church one can see banners
proclaiming the merits of love. Movies such as "Love Story" are
huge successes. The word "love" is printed on T-shirts and buttons
and advertised on bumper stickers. Everywhere we are being encouraged
to love.

This is all good as far as it goes. Love, however, can be a
very sloppy, sentimental and immature emotion. What some people mean
when they speak of love is a far cry from what the Apostle Paul felt
it to be when in his letter to the Corinthians he wrote,

"Love is long suffering... love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things,"

Is it merely a queer but significant coincidence that in an age
when love seems to be on so many lips and to be enjoined as the way
to universal peace and harmony, we have the highest divorce rate in
American history? What happens to all that love when the two young
people who professed it so firmly find themselves up against the hard
facts of married life? I have to remind myself today that statis
tically one out of every three marriages I perform in this chancel
will fail. Where is all of the love which we have been professing?

Love is more than a word. It is more than an emotion. Certainly
it is more than hearts and flowers, and it is more than sex. Love is
a holy and a sacred word because it is symbolic of a holy and sacred
relationship between people. It is a holy and sacred relationship
because it is the counterpart of God's relationship to man:

"Love divine, all loves excelling;
Joy of heaven to earth come down."
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And so what we speak of this morning when we talk of love is
not this frail, human emotion that is but a pale imitation of the
real thing. We speak of the kind of love Jesus spoke of:

"As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you...
This is my commandment, that ye love one another as I
have loved you."








