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THE BURDEN OF FREEDOM

Being the father of one child who has finished her college
education, the father of another who is almost finished, and the
father of two more who will soon begin that experience, I claim some
degree of expertise this morning when I suggest that this is one of
those Sundays of the year which should probably be designated "the
Sabbath on which college students are most likely to attend a church
service." They are away from their customary academic environment
which is not likely to be highly church oriented, and at home with
parents who are often known to apply a certain degree of pressure to
"attend church this morning with the family" before returning to the
ivy covered walls of academe.

For this reason it has been my custom for a number of years to
address myself primarily on this Sunday morning to the students of the
congregation and prayerfully hope that there may be a few present
to address. Having just bathed himself in the various joys of Christmas
and having received his bounty of gifts, one of which is probably a
large check, the student is in as receptive a mood as he is ever
likely to be when faced with the prospect of listening to a twenty
minute sermon.

II

Some of the parting words with which every parent bids a fond
farewell to his neophyte collegian in all likelihood go something like
this: "Now you are going to have more freedom than you have ever
had before. We hope you will use it with discretion and be guided
by the teachings we have tried to instill in you during the past 18
arduous years."

It does not take long for the student to discover that he indeed
has freedom and must make an awful lot of choices, many of whioh he
is not well prepared to make. The average college freshman discovers
within a few short weeks that, at a distance, and in the safety of the
family cocoon, freedom seemed much more attractive than it now seems
when it has become a condition which requires the making of constant
difficult decisions, concerning class schedules, study habits, the
use of drugs, how to deal with sex, vocational decisions, whether or
not to join a Greek society, and if so which one, whether to live
in the dorm or an apartment, who tqdate, where to go this week end,
etc., etc., etc., ad infinitum.

When men and women in whatever state or condition do not have
all the freedom they desire, freedom looks like the most wonderful
thing in the world. But when all of this freedom is suddenly thrust








