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IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME

I am not boasting when I tell you that I have recently been
studying Einstein's theory of relativity. I became involved with the
theory because I first became intrigued with the man. I think I am
finally beginning to gain some small understanding of this tremen
dously important scientific breakthrough, but please do not ask me
to explain it.

I mention the matter because the theory of relativity is closely
allied to and includes the subject of time, which is also the subject
of this sermon. It is fairly obvious to even the casual observer
that time is relative. We are confused and bewildered when we are
told that when speeding through outer space the aging process of
human life slows down. We clearly understand, however, that there
are occasions when time seems to us to go by with exceeding rapidity
and other times when it seems to creep along torturously slow on
hands and knees.

One of the theological questions which boggles many human minds
at one period or another deals precisely with this matter of time.
It goes something like this: "What was there before time began?"
Or the question sometimes takes the form, "Did time have a beginning
and will it have an end?"

Putting together this matter of Einsteinian time with the
Christmas Star which plays a prominent part during this season of
the year, perhaps it would be appropriate for me to share with you
one of my favorite versions of an old children's rhyme, "Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star":

Twinkle, twinkle, little star
How I wonder where you are.
Up above the world you shine;
Yet according to Einstein
You are not where you pretend,
You are just around the bend,
And your sweet seductive ray
Has been leading men astray
All these years!
0 little star
Don't you know how bad you are?"

Considering.the various postulates and theories set forth by
theologians, philosophers and astronomers concerning the Star of
Bethlehem, perhaps that little rhyme might be dedicated to the
Christmas Star.








