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CHOOSE AND BE CHOSEN

I promised you earlier this year that about once a month I would be
preaching a sermon dealing specifically with some part of the Bible. This
is one of those sermons and perhaps the one with which we should have begun,
for it is a sermon dealing primarily with the first book in the Bible—
Genesis—whose very name denotes beginnings.

The birth of the entire Judeo-Christian tradition and heritage lies
in the book of Genesis. There is a story of creation, a story of how God
permitted evil to enter his good world, a story of how languages became
diversified, and finally an account of the origin of that particular people
who were designated "The Chosen People", the descendants of Abraham and his
wife Sarah.

It is primarily with this idea of the chosen people with which we wish
to deal this morning. Were the Jews, and are the Jews, the chosen people
of God? And if they are why were they so chosen, and what does it mean to
be chosen?

Certainly we can say one thing about the Jews; as a group they seem
to have been chosen to endure more than their share of suffering during
the past 2000 years. Almost everywhere they have gone, wanderers upon the
face of the earth who up until recently had no national homeland, they have
been persecuted and made scapegoats for international and national diffi
culties. We saw it in Nazi Germany. We see it again in Soviet Russia.
We even heard about it in the Academy Award winning "Fiddler On the Roof".

Part of the difficulty of course is gentile jealousy and envy. The
Jewish people have produced what would seem to be more than their share of
great actors, great comedians, great musicians, great scientists,and success
ful financiers. They now have a homeland, the result of much controversy
and bloodshed, which they have made flower and produce as it has not pre
viously done for over 2000 years. The Jews as a people seem to have peculiar
talents and abilities. But whether these are the result of heridity or
environment we will not be able to resolve here this morning.

This, however, is not the thrust of this morning's sermon. I do not
care to argue with anyone the pros and cons of supposedly Jewish traits and
characteristics. What we concern ourselves with here is what it was that
made the Jewish people of 5000 years ago the chosen people of God. The
fact that they were once God's chosen does not mean that they still retain
that blessing. Indeed my argument will be that any person and any people
can become God's chosen if that is what he or they choose to do.

II

If Abraham had not been receptive to God's will; if Isaac, Jacob,
Joseph and Moses had not been receptive to God's will; then the Jewish
people as a whole would never have been God's chosen people. Indeed at the
time of Jesus' birth the Jews had ceased to be chosen. They, religiously,
had become like many modern peoples, indifferent and apathetic to the moral








