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THE BEYOND THAT IS BEYOND

I have a great sympathy for those people whose lives are
confined to the large city and who seldom, if ever, leave that arena
of bright lights and contaminated air. They are able to see the
stars occasionally but they never see them in all their magnificent
glory as they are to be seen in sparsely populated areas where there
are few interfering distractions and the air is crisp and clear.

Nothing is more likely to cause most men to contemplate the
infinity of the universe and the great mind which lies behind its
order and beauty than the sight of thousands of stars on a clear,
cold night. Perhaps it is a sign of old age and senility for a man
to talk to himself, but on such glorious nights I have often found
myself engaging in a private dialogue which goes something like this:

Question: What is out there beyond the farthest star?
Answer: God is there.

Question: How does all of this beauty and order come to be?
Answer: An omnipotent and omniscient Creator put it there.
Question: What is beyond the smallest object seen by the

electron microscope?
Answer: God is there also.

Question: What do men say that God is?
Answer: He is, in the words of Pascal, a circle whose center

is everywhere and whose circumference is nowhere.
Or as someone else put it, "He is so large the human
mind cannot comprehend him, but so small he can
dwell within the human heart."

Question: What do I say that God is?
Answer: He is the Beyond that is beyond, but He is also

the Beyond that is within.

Certainly many of you have had similar conversations as you
have confronted God in nature. Here is where thinking man always
confronts God first—as Creator. Here is-where the Hebrew people
first confronted God.

Study carefully the early Biblical records concerning the
theology of the Hebrews and you will discover that God was not the
personal God of Jesus Christ, but a nature God, a God of force and
power who revealed himself through the thunder and lightning, through
great natural catastrophes, and who spoke to men from the tops of
mountains and out of the wind and fire. This is the God of Jeremiah

who wrote, "The earth quakes under his wrath, nations cannot endure
his fury."








