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FAITH AMD FOOLISHNESS

Back in the 1920's William Inge, Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral,
and sometimes known as the "gloomy dean", wrote a book entitled
Labels And Libels. It was a good book if only for the title for most
labels are libels. They never give us the whole story and when we
are confronted with labels we often have a preconceived idea pop into
our mind which is not in conformity with the facts.

Two of the most ill-used labels in our time are "liberal" and
"conservative". They are misused and misunderstood in economics,
in politics and in religion, and are often used to malign those whose
views differ from our own.

This morning we wish to speak of "liberal Christianity" as
opposed to "conservative" or "evangelical" Christianity. I consider
myself to be a liberal Christian and if I read this congregation
aright, it is a congregation composed, for the most part, of liberal
Christians. This has nothing to do with economics or politics.
A liberal Christian is one who dares to examine and question historical
religion and who feels that even the Bible needs to be approached
with an inquiring and a questioning mind. A liberal Christian does
not accept religious beliefs just because they are old or merely
because they have the weight of orthodoxy behind them. A liberal
Christian does not believe that the Christian life can be defined

by a creed or by a neat little theological formula which, in effect,
says, "Believe this, and this, and this, and you are a Christian."

Why are we talking about this subject on the first Sunday of
the new church year? For two reasons. First, there is a growing
movement in this country toward a much more conservative Christianity.
The Jesus movement among young people is one example. Secondly,
because at the beginning of a new church year we ought to challenge
ourselves with the task of becoming better informed and more deeply
dedicated Christians, and that requires work and study and the use
of our most critical faculties.

II

During the past summer I watched, as did many of you, the
televised account of Explo '72 taking place in Houston, Texas. It
was a thrilling thing to see those thousands of teenagers gathered
together in the name of Jesus Christ. One had to admire their
apparent devotion. The joy and excitement on those youthful faces
gave one a new sense of hope for the future. It was indeed an
inspiring event.

Nevertheless, one doubt kept nagging at the edge of my mind,
for the religious faith which I heard expounded there pretty much
consisted of a completely literal interpretation of the Bible and an
evangelical approach to Christianity which often would deny the










