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THROUGH TEARS AND TELESCOPES

A few years ago on a very dark and unusually clear night I
directed my telescope toward the eastern sky and located the great
galaxy in the constellation of Andromeda. What I saw through the
telescope that night, so the astronomers tell us, was st least two
million light years from the earth, or in miles, two million times
six trillion.

Certainly, anyone who has ever looked through a telescope at
that galaxy nearest to our own, designated by the astronomers as M31
has looked into space a tremendous distance, a distance which by
comparison makes a trip to the moon look like a walk to the corner
drug store.

«4.u J^stro*omers looking through the 200-inch telescope at Palomar
with the aid of photographic plates, or using radio telescopes, have
cLovUrre l0ukI? [ar bey°nd the S^eat galaxy in Andromeda. Even to
speaK of such distances becomes almost ridiculous for the human mind
is incapable of grasping them. We live in a universe so immense it
is beyond all human comprehension. And it doesn't help when the
p^Hc^^L8^^ ^lki?5 about Z™3*™, black holes, and anti-matter,and suggest that if only we were to travel through space at a great
enough speed we would somehow grow younger instead of older. It all
becomes very confusing. x

o « B?Laf, 5reat as is the distance which we may see into outer
space with the aid of one kind of telescope or another, we would like
mentUwhich JL^^/8 in thlS ™^able diverse anothe? instrument which often enables us to see more if not farther. It is a
human tear! A telescope may greatly increase our sight, but a tear
can increase to a much larger degree our insight.

All credit is due science and scientists for the marvelous
accomplishments that have been made in the past 50 years. It is
foolish to criticize science and technology for having given us all
£l?i ^HIJZ comPletely transformed our lives. An automobile packed
m^rJiu horseP°wer» a snowmobile which can go with ease where a
Wi «S snowshoes would even have great difficulty going, an atomic
™;* i^ecticides-none of these things offer any threat to man
except as they are used and misused by man.

What we need to wonder at is the brain of homo erectus that
can conjure up these scientific and mechanical maTvTls but can't
figure out how parents and their children can understand one another
how husbands and wives can live happily together, how individuals can
thefrmIa?f^in.lif^r^°Ut takln* dru*s' a"d how "ati°ns can s t 1their differences without engaging in mass slaughter.








