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THE PRIVILEGE OF GIVING

Some of you may be familiar with a magazine which has a rather
snobbish title. It is called the Intellectual Digest. It; has a
relatively small circulation because it does not carry articles or
photographs dealing with sex or violence. It is a "think" magazine
which also limits its circulation, for the vast majority of men do not
wish to think. Emerson said, "I despair of nothing if men will only
think", which is itself a rather despairing thing to think about.

Several issues ago there appeared in Intellectual Digest an
interview with Dr. John H. Knowles. Dr. Knowles will soon become the
head of the prestigious Rockefeller Foundation. In the course of the
interview Dr. Knowles made a significant statement which is worth
thinking about. Said he, "One never hears of a poor man being called
a philanthropist." He then related a recent incident out of his own
experience:

"When I was coming to New York to be interviewed by the
Rockefeller trustees a few months ago, it was a rainy day and
my car slipped on the parkway and went into a mud puddle about
50 miles from New York. Well, about 100 Cadillacs—many of
them probably being driven by doctors—passed me by. I could
just see myself missing the meeting and everybody saying,
•There he is, unreliable John. Guess we didn't really want
him anyway.T They were considering some 150 applicants ,
mind you. Then along came a bearded hippie in an old heap
and he stopped and pushed me out of the mud puddle. Now
there was a philanthropist, a true Good Samaritan. The young
man even looked biblical. I thought it was beautiful, that
kind of personal caring."

After reading that story I did what I often do—I turned to
the second most important book in my study, the dictionary, and looked
up the word "philanthropist". What do you think I found? You guessed
it! A philanthropist is a person who practices philanthropy.

I must say I never find that kind of definition very satisfac
tory. But to shorten my story, I finally deduced that a philanthropist
is a "lover of mankind, a benevolent friend of men, one devoted to
human welfare." Certainly all of us must agree that such a person
need not be, and often is not, a wealthy person. Jesus was a philan
thropist in the highest and purest sense of the word, but he certainly
had no great store of earthly possessions. Any one of us here this
morning can be a philanthropist, even the poorest among us. All he
needs is a great love and devotion toward his fellow human beings.








