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PRINCIPLES OR PLATITUDES?

There is an interesting and intriguing story concerning a
man who had the peculiar obsession that he was dead. No matter how
much nor how forcefully his friends argued with him he would not
alter his conviction that he was a corpse. One of those friends one
day hit upon an idea. He and others went to the obsessed man and
said to him: "You continually argue that you are dead and we have
been unable to convince you otherwise. But will you now admit to us
that a corpse does not bleed?" After a few moments of careful
thought the man agreed to that basic principle—a corpse does not
bleed. "Then," said his friends, "will you engage in a little ex
periment for us? Will you let us take this razor blade and gently
slit your wrist? If you bleed you will agree that you are alive.
If you do not bleed we will agree that you are dead." Again after
a few moments of deep thought, the man agreed to the test. His wrist
was gently slashed with the razor and out poured the blood with every
beat of his heart. The victim looked wistfully at his bleeding wrist,
then lifting his eyes until they met those of his friends he softly
insisted, "What do you know, a corpse does bleed!"

That poor, unfortunate and obsessed creature was not much
different from many of us who find little difficulty in altering our
principles if they interfere with our wishes and desires. Rational
izing is a way of life with most of us and there are many people who
seem to change their principles almost as frequently as they change
their clothes.

Ten years ago every state in the union had a law making
abortion illegal. Ten years ago if we had taken a poll in the con
gregation here assembled today, 90# would have been opposed to
abortion. But today if we are like average Americans, and there is
no strong reason to think that we are otherwise, S5% of us would
favor the repeal of all laws against abortion.

What is it that has caused us to change our principle that
abortion is murder? Is it the population explosion? Is it the
women's liberation movement? Is it a decay in our national moral
standards? Is it a new definition of life? Is it the progress of
science which now makes abortion safer for the mother?

Whatever it is, the abortion fight has been lost and one more
principle has gone down the drain into oblivion. All of which makes
one ask, "What is a principle anyway?" The dictionary will inform
us that a principle is a "beginning" or a "foundation". It is that
body of convictions upon which we build our sense of values and
ultimately it is that upon which we build society.








