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IS GOD EVIDENT?

If someone were to tell you this morning that this beautiful
and dignified colonial building in which we meet was not the conse
quence of long and arduous labor on the part of architects, planners,
builders with a wide variety of skills and trades and hundreds of
men and women who provided the economic means by which all the others
were able to pool their abilities in a common cruse, but rather that
this church building had just miraculously appeared one morning out
of nowhere with no human being having done a single thing to make
it possible, you would be convinced that the person arguing such
a possibility had suddenly taken leave of his senses and required
the services of a psychiatrist at the earliest possible moment.

If I were to insist today that this great organ behind me
with its hundreds of pipes, its carefully measured and sensitively
tuned mechanism with all of its hundreds of electrical connections
and which cost well over $50,000, just mysteriously appeared a
few years ago as the result of a blind cosmic accident of some kind,
you would laugh me out of the church--and rightfully so.

If I were to tell you that this watch which I wear and which
not only tells the time but contains an alarm which I can set for
any hour, is not the product of many hours of skilled labor by well-
trained craftsmen who take years to learn their trade, but is just
an accidental co-location of atoms which, through happenstance and
good fortune, managed to fall together into a certain intricate
pattern when a small handful of irstalic splinters were tossed into
the air, you would, politely, I am sure, either call me a liar or be
convinced I had suddenly bid farewell to all my higher mental
faculties.

There can hardly be anyone present in this place this morning
who would deny that the universe of which you and I are a tiny,
infinitesimal part, but a part so complicated and complex no one
of us can understand it all--is at the very least a million times
more complicated and complex than this church building, the organ,
my watch, or my physical body. Yet one frequently runs up against
people who say they don't know whether or not there is a Creator of
this vast and mysterious universe, or whether it just happened, is
just a freak cosmic accident. And one occasionally confronts the
dogmatist who absolutely knows that there is no rational, purposeful
mind behind it all. When I hear that, I say to myself, "How can
anyone believe that? How can he believe such a proposition for
which there is absolutely no evidence?"








