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LET'S GET ENTHUSIASTIC

"A tempestuous enthusiasm, an overwhelming intensity of feeling,
a keen awareness of the presence of God, an incomparable sense of
power, and an irresistible control over the will and inner spirit. . .

Does that sound to you like a description of the typical 20th
century Christian churches with which you happen to be acquainted?
Does it sound like a description of the church to which you belong?
As a matter of fact,, it is one historian's description of the first
century Christians.

To be sure there have been Christian groups throughout history
who have possessed that same dynamic spirit—there still are--but
for the most part the Christian church over the centuries has slowly
tended to lose that enthusiasm and that ardor until in many places
and at many times the church has been a mere form going through
certain motions that have lost much of their original meaning and
vitality.

Recently a man returned to this church after an absence of a
dozen years or so. He is a keen observer of church life and conduct,
and I was interested in hearing what it was he had to say about this
congregation after his prolonged absence. This is, in effect, what
he said: "When I left this church twelve years ago I thought it was
more like a private club than any church I had ever been in. I am
pleased to see how much more friendly and warm it is today."

Needless to say I was gratified by his observation. But I find
it difficult to understand sometimes why every church is not the most
exciting place in town, and every Christian the happiest, most
excited and enthusiastic person alive. Just think what it is we
Christians have--or are supposed to have--the conviction and assurance
that this life of ours in this world of ours has meaning, that that
meaning comes from God Himself who created the universe, and that
the life that God gave us is eternal. If a man really believes that,
what joy, what peace, what strength, what hope and assurance should
be his! He ought indeed to be the happiest and most enthusiastic of
creatures.

The story is told of a man in England about to be hung who was
having a last conversation with the chaplain. The chaplain read him
some of the words of Jesus, and the criminal said to the chaplain,
"Do you believe that? Do you really believe that? If I believed
that, I would be willing to crawl on my hands and knees over broken
glass all across England to tell men and women it was true."
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