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WHEN THE PROBLEM'S TOO BIG

Have you ever had a problem so big, so formidable, so compli
cated, that it seemed no person and no power could possibly help you
solve it? Were you ever faced with a situation in which you could
do little more than wring your hands, and cry within yourself, "What
am I going to do? What am I going to do?"

If you have never been in such a predicament you are either
very young or very fortunate, and there is a high degree of probability
that you will, before many more settings of the sun, be confronted
with such a problem. There are in every life some occasions when an
irresistible force seems to meet an immovable object. Then what do
we do?

The centurion in the gospel story had come up against precisely
that kind of situation. One of his servants lay within his house
suffering from palsy, or perhaps paralysis, and in great pain. A
centurion was a Roman soldier in charge of one hundred men. He was
a Gentile and the Jews considered it unclean to enter a Gentile
household. But for some reason he had heard of Jesus and with love
and compassion for his young servant he came, in humility, asking
Jesus for help.

His words were full of pathos, "Lord, my servant is lying
paralyzed at home in terrible distress." The centurion asks for
nothing; he merely states the case. Why should this Jewish teacher
care about a Roman centurion and his gentile servant? But Jesus says,
"I will come," or perhaps asks, "Shall I come?"

Now we arrive at the significant part of the story. The cen
turion, as a soldier, has authority. A Roman soldier could, if he so
desired, order a Jew to carry his pack for a mile. From that law
Jesus derived his ethical precept, "Go the second mile." The cen
turion in effect says to Jesus, "I am a man of authority. I can say
to this man, 'Go', and he goes. I can say to that man, 'Come1, and
he comes. I can do many things, but now I've come across a problem
that's too big for me. I am not worthy to have you come under my
Gentile roof. You just say the word and my servant shall be healed.
You have the spiritual authority."

Is it any wonder that Jesus responded, "Not even in Israel
among all the Jews have I found such faith"? He says to the centurion,
"Go, and it shall be as you have believed." And Matthew and Luke
record that at that moment the servant was healed.








