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IN SEARCH OF TRUTH

"... I press towards the goal."

--Phil. 3:1^

The chief task of that person who is truly religious is to
worship and to glorify God. After that his primary task is the pursuit
of truth.

Unfortunately, some people who claim a high degree of religiosity
assume that they already possess all the truth that is worth knowing.
They have clamped down their minds on a set of dogmas the way a dog
locks its teeth on a "bone. They will not listen to any ideas which
seem to contradict their own. Their minds are closed and as a result
they have lost one of the primary requisites of their humanity, the
ability to entertain a new idea. The truly religious person will
always be seeking for, and be receptive to, new truths in whatever
field of human endeavor. There is a sense in which all truth is
religious truth, for all truth emanates from God. It is an error to
try to draw a false dichotomy between religious truth and secular
truth. All truth draws us closer to Ultimate Reality and so is
religious.

As a corollary of that principle one may refer to a statement
made by Thomas Henry Huxley in an argument with the good Bishop
Wilberforce in the last century. In a discussion of evolution the
Bishop in a public meeting asked Huxley if he was willing to concede
that he was descended from a monkey. Huxley replied:

"The true origin of man is not a question of likes or
dislikes, to be settled by consulting the feelings, but it is
a question of evidence, to be settled by strict scientific
investigation. But, as the learned Bishop is curious to know
my state of feeling upon the subject, I have no hesitation
in saying that, were it a matter of choice with me (which
clearly it is not) whether I should be descended from a
respectable monkey, or from a Bishop of the English church,
who can put his brains to no better use than to ridicule
science and misrepresent its cultivators, I would certainly
choose the monkey!"

The difficulty that plagues many religious people, especially
professionals in the field, is that because they happen to be
specialists in the field of morals and ethics, they then assume them
selves to be specialists in all other fields as well; economics,
politics and sociology especially. But the difficulty is not confined
to the religious vocation. I had an opportunity at one time to study
economics under the man many considered to be the doyen of classical








