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PUT YOURSELF IN GOD'S HANDS

A short time ago I talked with a member of the congregation
who, while on vacation in northern Wisconsin, met the young minister
of a nearby church. The young man confessed that he had never yet
had a wedding and would not know what to do if he did have one.

The incident reminded me of my own experience in which my
theological seminary was very circumspect in giving me a lot of
theoretical information, but not in giving me much in the way of
practical suggestions with which to meet the everyday problems of a
parish. When I took my first church and was called upon for my first
wedding I had never been to a wedding in my life and did not know
anything about weddings except what I had read in books. When I was
called upon for my first funeral I went to the funeral director,
confessed that I was a complete amateur and asked him to tell me
what to do. Fortunately he gave me some good advice and all went well.

This summer I had another experience which was in some ways
similar. I took up golf. Twenty years ago I had played a few games
but was never serious about it. This time I decided to start right.
I took a few lessons. The result of my first game was a shamefully
high score. After several lessons from a pro. . .my score was still
shameful! But although my score was still high my confidence had
increased and I could really feel myself improving.

Now there is a point to all of this. In each case I put myself
in the hands of an expert. I consulted someone who knew more than
I did, someone who had had vast experience and from whose mistakes
I could profit. I suggest to you this morning that that is why you
and I should put our lives into the hands of God. There is no other
who knows so much about our lives and how they should be lived so
as to win in the game of life.

II

You and I have, or should have, put ourselves in the Christian
church because we believed that Jesus knows more about the nature
and destiny of human life than any person who has ever lived. We
look upon him as the expert regarding life!s meaning and purpose.
We follow him, when we do follow him, because we are quite certain
that he will lead us into a richer, fuller existence, rather than
into chaos and confusion. As homo sapiens we reason that we ought
always to follow the experts and put ourselves in their hands. Jesus
is the expert in the spiritual life.

Unfortunately we are not always ruled by our reason. Often
our emotions cause us to be misled, and we put ourselves into less
than expert hands because we are lured by false promises and vain
hopes.








