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This is not the sermon I had intended to preach this Sunday.
As a matter of fact it probably cannot be considered a sermon at
all, yet it is something I feel I have to do to pay tribute to a
man who died a week ago and who contributed more to my religious
life and understanding than any man I have ever known.

If I have been able to give some help and comfort to those
who have fallen under my ministry, it is primarily because I first
knew Gerald Heard. He taught me far more about God, prayer,
suffering, and the meaning of life than all the men I knew in
theological seminary put together. It is not an exaggeration to
assert that I came to know God because I first knew Gerald Heard.
To know Mr. Heard was indeed a high and rare privilege, and not many
men and women are vouchsafed such a blessing. I shall always be
grateful to God for having had the privilege.

I remember him saying many years ago that we always seem to
want to know the least important things about another person--
where was he born, where did he go to school, what degrees does he
have, where is he employed? These things tell us very little about
a man. What is really important is what does he know, what has he
experienced, what truth does he possess?

But human we are and we would like a modicum of biographical
information concerning any man who has accomplished something worth
while with his life. Gerald Heard was an Englishman, the son of a
free church clergyman. His early life was a series of tragedies.
He graduated from Cambridge and published the first of his over
35 books in 1924. His major field of study was anthropology and
history. In the early thirties he delivered a series of broadcasts
over the BBC in which he gave popular science lectures which were
subsequently incorporated into three books. He came to the United
States with Aldous Huxley in 1935 and settled in California. He
lectured at numerous colleges and universities. He was never married,

While the prominent emphasis in our culture during the past
50 years has been scientific analysis, Gerald Heard's emphasis has
always been to use his amazing genius in synthesizing: How does










