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CAN OUR FAMILIES SURVIVE?

The news media, during the past several years, has continually
assured Americans that most of them are suffering from some kind of
identity crisis. We don't know who we are. We are searching for
meaning and goals. We are confused concerning the matter of our
existence and its purpose.

The 1970 mother of the year, Mrs. Dorothy Wilson of Memphis,
Tennessee, has never had such a problem. Said she, when she received
the national title a year ago, "When I heard my five children trouping
in from school calling, 'Where's mom?', I knew who I was."

It is unfortunate that more mothers and fathers in America do

not seem to know who they are and what they are. Perhaps they would
know if they were not constantly being told that they don't know.
I'm with Mrs. Wilson. Trying to put four children through college,
I know that I am a father. Boy, am I a father! And being a good
father I consider to be my first responsibility.

Unfortunately, there are or seem to be, many parents today
who do not feel that being a mother or a father is a very serious,
responsible position. They feel they can walk out on marriage anytime
it is no longer attractive and 100$ satisfying, leaving their
children to makeshift as best they can for themselves, often with
shattering affects. Or, even though the marriage may stay intact,
it is so unstable and the family life so disunited, the children are
left with no strong value system, no security, and no good examples
which they might follow.

II

Nearly everything in our society today militates against strong,
cohesive, Christian, family life. (1) The individual members do not
work together at any common task, as was the case in a more agrarian
society. (2) The family lacks a strong faith in the existence of
any firm moral or ethical standards. So-called experts in the field
have assured parents (and parents have foolishly believed them) that
all standards should be flexible and that there are no absolutes.

The mass media constantly attacks "middle class values", and young
people unable to discriminate between those values that are worthy
and those that are unworthy, reject them in toto.. (3) The father who
was once head of the house is now the prize whipping boy, the fool
and the buffoon, whom no one takes seriously. (k) Mothers are working
and fathers are moonlighting, leaving the children more and more to
their own devices.

Indeed the situation is so bad that a University of Wisconsin
professor, D. E. LeMasters, concludes that, "In today's revolutionary
times the conservative institution of the family may be on the way out,"
and the dominant father a useless appendage!








