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COMMON COMPLAINTS OF CHRISTIANS

IV - "NOBODY'S PERFECT"

"If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell what thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure
in heaven: and come and follow me."

--Matthew 19:21

This, to many of us, seems to be one of the most absurd things
Jesus ever said: Be perfect! It even seems to be a contradiction
within Christianity itself. Orthodoxy tells us that we are all
sinful creatures, even the best of us, having inherited the sin of
Adam. Then it proceeds to tell us in the next breath that we should
be perfect. What on earth did Jesus expect of us poor, human,
finite, fallible creatures? How can we be expected to attain per
fection? Imperfection is rather the synonym for man!

Jesus was not alone in the Old and New Testaments in urging
men to moral and spiritual perfection. In the book of Genesis God
speaks to Abraham and urges him to be perfect. Paul insisted that
the early Christians' goal was to become perfect. James, the brother
of Jesus, in his epistle, also urges men on to a Christian perfection.
When we read in the New Testament that Jesus lays upon us such moral
imperatives as to forgive our enemies seventy times seven, to go the
second mile, to turn the other cheek, to pray for our enemies, we
begin to realize that perfection is indeed the goal toward which
Jesus actually wants us to strive: "Be perfect, even as your Father
in Heaven is perfect".

Most of us, however, find it quite easy to use our imperfections
as an excuse not to do much better than we do, not to be much better
than we are. When we fail to live up to the expectations of others,
or even of ourselves, there is readily found upon our lips the
excuse "Nobody's perfect". If no one else is perfect, then that
serves as our excuse not to be perfect.

This is one of the most common human frailties—the argument
that we can be excused because our failure at good conduct matches
that of so many others. We usually refuse to let our children get
away with it, then use the same excuse ourselves. You know the
arguments:

"I cheat a little on my income tax return, but then
so does everyone else."

"I tell little white lies, but everyone else does."








