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COMMON COMPLAINTS OF CHRISTIANS

II - "I CAN'T UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE"

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness."

— II Timothy 3:16

A friend of mine who worked at a religious publishing house

tells of receiving an unpunctuated order one day in the following
words: "Please send us one Bible 5 by 7 inches for an old lady
with flexible covers!"

Oftentimes, and for many people, the Bible, or at least
certain portions of it, are just as confusing as that sentence.

I call your attention to the text of this sermon taken from
the letter of Paul to the young Timothy admonishing him that "All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous
ness. "

But what is scripture? The derivation of the word implies
that any and all writing is scripture. It has come to mean all
sacred writing, but surely Paul did not mean that, for we would then
have to consider the Koran and the Book of Mormon as inspired and
holy as the Bible. We Christians have understood "scripture" to
mean the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the New
Testament. But Paul could not have meant that either, for his words
were written several hundred years before the New Testament's 27
books were considered to be the inspired books of the canon. As a
matter of fact even the Old Testament canon had not yet been closed
by the Jewish rabbis at the time Paul wrote these words.

We cannot use these words of Paul, therefore, to support the
position that all scripture is divinely inspired, should be literally
interpreted, and that all parts are equally valuable. There are
many people who have taken such a position, however, and some of
them make up such contemporary religious manifestations as the so-
called Jesus freaks and the new fundamentalists.

One of the reasons sincere men and women will differ con

cerning the Bible is that some of them have been convinced that it
must be literally interpreted or not at all. It must be accepted
as absolutely true in every detail without question, or else how
does one know what to accept and what to reject. Well, this can
indeed be a problem unless we are willing to approach the Bible with
our minds as well as with our hearts.












