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IS HUMANITY WORTH SAVING?

In recent years there has been a movement in some churches to
promote dialogue sermons. Two clergymen, or a clergyman and layman,
speak back and forth between pulpit and lectern and share their
views on a particular subject. Many of the subjects discussed are,
by necessity, somewhat controversial in nature. I do not favor this
kind of presentation on Sunday morning because I think it negates
the purpose of the service which is to inspire and strengthen the
spiritual life of man and direct him toward a deeper fellowship with
God. Dialogue has a purpose and a place, but it is some other place
than the Sunday morning service of worship.

One could, however, find it easy to have a dialogue, or even
a debate, on the subject of this morning's sermon. If we were given
the choice, some of us might find it difficult to decide which side
of the debate we would choose to be on. Is humanity worth saving?
This is an appropriate subject for Lent. The Christian conviction
is that Jesus Christ sacrificed himself on the cross for humanity's
sake. Was he justified in doing so or did he just throw his life
away in a worthless cause? Is humanity really worth saving?

Certainly one could marshall a massive amount of evidence to
sustain the proposition that humanity is not worth saving. Were I
to take the negative side of the proposition I might well cite the
fact that in the first six months after New York's liberal abortion
law took affect, 69,000 abortions were performed. Nearly as many as
the number of live babies that were born. Do people having so little
regard for life and so much concern for their own happiness and
convenience deserve to survive as a species?

In another area one might cite the American Bar Association
Journal, which last month editorialized, "... Unless the entire
nation, including the Bench and Bar, comes to grips with the juvenile
drug problem in all of its social and legal ramifications, this
nation's future, with one whole generation so deeply involved,
appears very dark—so dark indeed that in its November 14, 1970,
issue The Saturday Review features an ominous and profoundly compre
hensive article, 'Drugs: Ten Years to Doomsday?'" Does humanity, so
many of its members, young and old, finding it impossible to survive
without chemical assistance, deserve to survive?

Is a people so bent on the pursuit of pleasure and self-
gratification that their primary and most basic institution, the
family, is torn asunder and made ineffectual in its task of raising
up spiritually, intellectually and physically healthy children,
worth saving?








