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A GREATNESS OF THE HEART

"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out
of it are the issues of life."

—Proverbs *k-23

One night nearly 50 years ago a young doctor was called to
the home of a poor family where the husband and father was critically
ill with pneumonia. It was, of course, in the days preceding the
discovery of the wonder drugs, so the doctor had little that he
could do. But he desperately waited trying to keep the patient
alive until the crisis came and the fever broke. Fortunately he
discovered a tank of oxygen in the garage where the man worked and
he gave it to him sparingly through a tube in his nostril all night
long. Toward morning the breathing became less labored, the
temperature came down, and the doctor knew he had won.

He turned to the young wife and said, "Mary, we're lucky
John has a strong heart. Now I am sure he'll get well."

Mary replied, "Yes, doctor, his heart is good. Nothing ever
troubles it. He don't hold grudges like some do. John has a good
heart!"

The doctor smiled, wearily and indulgently. Of course the wife
had misunderstood him. The little four-year-old daughter came into
the room, put her hand on the bed and the daddy's hand closed
around it. Then the doctor began to reflect. Had Mary really
misunderstood? Perhaps she was right; John had a good heart because
nothing ever troubled it.

Today there are many scientific as well as psychological and
religious authorities who would maintain that Mary was right. They
would say a loud "amen" to the words of insight and understanding
uttered by Jesus 2,000 years ago: "As a man thinketh in his heart,
so is he."

II

To be sure we are not using the word heart to refer merely
to the bodily organ which almost miraculously pumps away during
our lifetime and circulates the life-giving blood throughout the
body. When the word "heart" is used in the Bible, and often when
it is used today, it refers not to the physical organ so much as to
that mysterious seat of our emotions, our feelings and our will. i
When one says to another, "I love you with all my heart", he
obviously means that he loves with far more of himself than the
physical organ which he names.








