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THE GREAT DECEPTION

"He that findeth his life shall lose it."

--Matthew 10:39

One test applied by scholars to any particular teaching of Jesus
in order to ascertain its degree of authenticity is to ask in how
many of the four Gospels it appears. If the passage in question
appears in only one Gospel there is greater possibility it may not
be a genuine saying of Jesus, but perhaps words put in his mouth by
the Gospel writer.

Using that test, we can be as certain as it is possible to be
that the text of today's sermon does contain the authentic thought
of Jesus Christ:

"He that findeth his life shall lose it and he that loseth

his life for my sake shall find it."

These words of Jesus appear not only in one or two of the Gospels,
but in all four of them, and are in the Gospel of Matthew twice.
The sum and substance of the message is this: The way to find the
rich, full, abundant life is to lose your life in some great, noble,
and unselfish cause. The way to lose life is to be preoccupied with
how much of this world you can gain for yourself.

It is another way of stating the hedonistic paradox: You never
gain happiness and pleasure, save very temporarily, by seeking it
above all else.

William James, the famous Harvard psychology professor of the
19th century, when asked what had been the greatest psychological
discovery of his century replied:

"We have decided that man has within himself his own
generator system by which he can control his own state of
happiness; that happiness is not the result of circumstances.
How you look at what happens to you makes you happy or
unhappy, and you control that device."

James Addison also said it:

"The grand essentials to happiness in this life are
something to do, something to love, and something to
hope for."

But none of this is new. Jesus said it 2,000 years ago and the
prophets of the Old Testament said it before him. He that would
find rich, full, abundant life filled with the greatest and most
meaningful happiness must lose his life in something greater than
himself.








