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A FAILURE OP NERVE

It is difficult to analyze the age in which one lives. An
adequate analysis requires a proper perspective and that we do not
possess when we attempt to look at our own times with a critical
and inquiring eye. We are too close to our age. We are too much
a part of it. We look at ourselves from a biased point of view.
But certainly if anything at all can be said about our age, then
it is that ours is an age marked by loss of faith.

We have lost faith in our political institutions. Certainly
they have not been beyond reproach, nor have they secured for us
the perfect society. To be sure, we are history's most affluent
people, but there still remains poverty, injustice, war and tre
mendous environmental threats which seem almost impossible of
solution. Having lost so much of its prestige in the world, we
no longer regard America as the nation chosen by God to lead
mankind toward its "manifest destiny". Millions have lost faith
in America and in the American way of life, not only in this
country but abroad.

Obviously millions of our citizens have also lost their
faith in traditional concepts of religion. For most Americans
that religion has been Christianity, but large numbers of Jewish
people have also deserted the faith of their fathers. Whereas in
the early history of our country God and religion were the most
dominating influences in society, pervading every aspect of man's
communal as well as his personal life, today religion is relegated
to a relatively minor role and individual men and women, if they
have not deserted organized religion entirely, have looked upon
it more as a form than as a force in their lives. Even Billy
Graham's televised evangelism is a kind of warmed-over sentimental
entertainment rather than an effective power for strengthening
the tie between God and man. For the majority of Americans God
is not real and religion not a significant force in life, tfe
have lost our faith in God.

More millions of Americans have lost faith in themselves.
A computerized, highly technical, densely populated society seems
to transform the individual into a nameless, impersonal object
whose sole function is to be manipulated by those who hold power.
We find it less and less possible to be the master of our own
destiny and the captain of our own soul. Against this nameless,
depersonalized obscurity, young people in particular are rebelling.
Their sensitive souls can find no satisfaction in dialogue with
a computer or conversation with a teaching machine. There can
be no personal relationships between a lecturing professor and 150










