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DECORATING THE DECALOGUE

Every Friday noon a small group of men meet in the church
kitchen. While eating a sandwich they discuss such matters as
religion, philosophy, current events, and,yes, sometimes even politics.
They have, appropriately enough, dubbed themselves "the kitchen
cabinet", and have come to know each other exceedingly well, as
members of such a group always do. The meetings are concluded by
having each person offer a prayer. It is an extremely worthwhile
group and I wish we could have many such groups within our church
fellowship.

Not long ago in the midst of a discussion with these men, I
mentioned that I would soon be preaching this sermon entitled
"Decorating The Decalogue". I was surprised however to discover
that a number of the group had no knowledge of what the word
"Decalogue" referred to. Had they been Latin students they would
have known that the word decern, from which the word Decalogue comes,
means ten. Had they been geometry students, they would have known
that a decahedron is a polyhedron of ten faces. Had they been
s tudents of the Bible, they would have known that the Decalogue refers
to the Ten Commandments.

II

Most people, thanks to Cecil B. DeMille and the motion picture
industry, seem to know far more about the circumstances surrounding
the Ten Commandments than they do about the Ten Commandments them
selves. Unfortunately some of what they know isn't so. Some church
members might shrug off their ignorance of the Decalogue by insisting
that love is far more important than law. They might recall that
Jesus condemned legalism and perhaps insist that laws given to mankind
several thousand years ago are hardly relevant today in a completely
different time and culture.

Before making any sweeping judgments, however, let us examine
the Ten Commandments so that we will understand exactly what we are
talking about.

The first four have to do with man's religious duties:

You shall worship only the one true God;

You shall not make a carved or sculptured image of God;

You shall not misuse the name of God;

You shall remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.








