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MINISTERING IN HIS NAME

Those who have been present in this congregation at previous
services of holy communion will remember that just before the elements
of the sacrament are distributed to the communicants by the deacons,
the minister repeats these words: "Ministering in his name, we offer
you the bread of the holy communion." And again, "Ministering in his
name, we offer you the cup of the holy communion." The words are most
significant.

No one can administer the sacrament of the Lord's Supper in his
own name. If it is to have any efficacy, any holy or spiritual quality
at all it must be offered and received in the name and in the spirit
of Jesus Christ. We minister not in our own name, not from our own
authority, not because of any power or truth which we possess of
ourselves, but because the power of God's spirit can move in us and
through us as we remember and acknowledge the eternal validity of the
life of Jesus Christ. We minister in his name.

Congregational Christians ought to recognize more quickly than
others, perhaps, that all Christians are called upon to be ministers
in the sense that they are called upon to minister. But ours is a
peculiar and unique kind of ministry. Any man or woman can exercise
a ministry of compassion and do good works. Many who call themselves
atheists or agnostics perform good deeds, have sympathy and under
standing for the less fortunate, endeavor to lift up their fellowmen.
However, when we minister in the name of Jesus Christ our ministry
takes on a new quality—a new power and a new dimension.

To minister in the name of Christ means to give up self-will
and abandon that self to the will of God as we come to know and under
stand it in the life and teachings of Christ. When we truly minister
in his name we receive grace and power and inspiration to minister more
wisely and for the best possible end—not the doing of our will, but
of God's; not the establishment of man's kingdom, but the kingdom of
heaven. In whose name we minister, our own or his, in large part
pre-determines the consequences of our ministry. God is not mocked.
If we minister in our own name and let our own self-will be our
motivation, the consequences will inevitably be less than the best and
may even be evil, despite our good intentions.

II

As you read and view the mass media today, does it appear to
you that man has the answer to the overwhelming and terribly serious
problems which confront our American society? We talk about the
possibility of a revolution in this country. That is foolish. We are
not going to have a revolution. We are in the midst of a revolution
right now. We speak of a "cold war", but in part we are having today
a "cold revolution", although some parts of it are very warm indeed.






