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WHEN DAVID SANG

The title of this sermon may well be a misnomer. It is a
sermon about the book of Psalms, and although ?3 of those Psalms are
ascribed to David, no one can be sure that David actually wrote them.
They were written at various times in Jewish history and most of
them probably Ions after David had died. Although some were written
before 500 B.C., the latest probably come from the second century B.C.
David, on the other hand, lived nearly 1,000 years before the time
of Christ. The Psalms ascribed to David were probably eulogies to
the great king of Israel, and consequently many have mistakenly
believed that all were composed by David himself.

In one sense of the word, the Psalms are a unique part of the
Old Testament, for they are not the word of God to man, nor the word
of man to man, but the words of man to God. They are deeply
spiritual and prayerful. For this reason the Book of Psalms is the
richest source of liturgical materials we have. It is a liturgical
source book for both Jews and Christians. Perhaps you will have noted
that the hymns, the two anthems, and the call to worship all came
this morning from the book of Psalms. Indeed, there are over ^0
hymns in the Pilgrim Hymnal based on the Psalms.

II

Today I would like to introduce, or re-introduce, you to this
wonderful book of the Old Testament. You will be able to get much
more out of what I wish to say if you will take one of the Bibles
from the pew in front of you and follow the references I will be
making. It will, I am sure, help make the book more real for you.
I had one professor in seminary who always insisted that we consult
the original sources, and that is what we wish to do this morning.

The easiest way to find the Psalms, as most children know,
is to turn to approximately the middle of the Bible.

If you will turn to Psalm 1, you will note at the outset the
universality of the book of Psalms: "Happy is the man. . ." Not
just the Jew, but any man who follows the way of the Lord. It is
not unlikely that Jesus borrowed these words for his Beatitudes,
which begin the Sermon on the Mount, for "happy" is a synonym for
the word the King James version translates as "blessed". The Psalms,
as the Beatitudes, are thus a guide, or a practical way of life by
which men ought to live if they would come to know God and the
fullness of life which he offers.










