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TESTED BY TIME

"Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away."

~Mt. 2^:35

This morning we want to discuss one of the most difficult of all
subjects—the subject of truth. We often either covet or abjure the
truth, depending upon what we think the consequences may be. One
little example has been given us by an anonymous poet:

"What a shaking thing
The truth can be,
Especially when found
On the family tree."

I have a good friend, a physician, with whom I have spent many
happy hours discussing among other things this question which Pilate
put to Jesus, "What is truth?" My medical friend who is, in my opinion,
a devoutly religious man, has never been satisfied with my answer to
the question. Nor, for that matter, have I. Just how can finite,
fallible man determine without question or hesitation what is infallibly,
eternally and objectively true? Perhaps such ultimate truth is beyond
the reach of man and shall forever evade our grasping minds.

One of my favorite little stories concerns the boy who was asked
by his teacher to define the word "vacuum". After a few stumbling
starts he blurted out, "I've got it in my head, teacher, but I can't
think of it!" Perhaps most of us have felt at one time or another
that way about some particular truth. We know with absolute certainty
that something we believe is true. Intuitively we feel it. We have
lived as if it were true and it has never failed. But how can we
prove or demonstrate to another that beyond all reasonable doubt \7hat
we believe is indeed the absolute and final truth? The answer is,
I suppose, that we never can. Truth is in the mind of God and it is
difficult, to say the least, for hjiman beings to penetrate and com
prehend the mind of God.

Scientists speak of axioms or theories. The strong difference
between science and religion in this regard is that the lay public
seems to have far more confidence in the speculations of scientists
than in the speculations of theologians and philosophers. But in
both cases they are speculations. An axiom is some established
principle, not necessarily true, but which is universally accepted or
taken for granted. A theorem is a general statement proposed for
testing as to its validity. Many axioms and theorems of the past are
now seen to have been demonstrably false and many more will in the








