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RELIGION AS REALITY

This morning we want to talk about that which is real. No,
we are not going to talk about chemistry and physics; we are not going
to talk about money or matter. We are going to talk about something
much more real than any of these.

We begin with the story of Ozora Davis, one-time president of
Chicago Theological Seminary. When he was at the height of his
career he was suddenly informed that he had an incurable disease.
Speaking later that same year, 1929> to a nationally gathered church
assembly, Dr. Davis testified to what this discovery had done for
him and said this:

"Now I know that this is a spiritual universe, and that
the Father God with whom Jesus lived is the supreme Reality
in it. . . God is the Father God who loves me and helps me,
in whom I rest and conquer, this is the reality of the
universe. . . The final reality is not electrical charges or
forces that can be computed by mathematical formulas. The
ultimate that we may know is spirit, it is God, it is the
universe itself, which is alive and knows and loves."

Not long ago a Til r woman of this church called me. She had
recently lost her husband; she herself was not in good health. But
she called to tell me that the night before when she had been extremely
depressed and lonely she had picked up my two books of Reflections
and rend them both from cover to cover. Then, she said, she turned
to God and talked informally with Him for two hours. The result:
"Life", she says, "will never again be the same." On that night she
discovered reality!

This, then, is my thesis this morning: God is the ultimate
reality and religion is the pathway to that reality.

Religion, of course, is a broad term. I do not mean by it any
one creed or denomination. No, I do not believe that Christianity
is the one exclusive pathway to God. It has been the pathway which
I have tried to tread and in which numerous men and women have finally
found the way to Reality. But Reality has also been attained by those
who have walked in other paths. This to some will be heresy, but I
nevertheless believe it to be a fact. God works in many and in
mysterious ways his wonders to perform.

II

The two experiences of reality with which I began this sermon
came when the person involved was in a state of felt need, when there
was much suffering and pain. This is not the only situation in which








