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ON MINDING OUR BUSINESS

"Wist ye not that I must be about my
Father's business."

—Luke 2:1*9

I trust that no one came to church under false pretenses this
morning for this sermon will not deal with tale-bearing, gossip, rumor
mongering or busybodies. The title is not meant to suggest that we
ought to mind our own business rather than concern ourselves with
the business of others. It rather is meant forthrightly to suggest
that as Christians you and I have a very important business to which
we ought all attend.

The idea of the sermon is somewhat paralleled in a story con
cerning a circus manager interviewing a very short man who had applied
for a job. "Aren't you kind of small for a wild animal trainer?"
he was asked. "That's the secret of my success," replied the applicant.
"The animals keep waiting for me to grow bigger!"

God is waiting for you and me to grow bigger—to grow bigger
mentally, morally, spiritually. This is our primary business and
this is what every one of us ought to be about.

II

The story of Jesus in the temple at the age of 12 is found only
in Luke and is used by him to provide a transition from the birth
story to the story of Jesus' baptism and ministry. This is the only
story of Jesus' youth related in any of the four Gospels. Other
apocryphal stories written at a later time give us grotesque and
unbelievable accounts of Jesus as a boy wonder. One of them, the
Gospel of Thomas, presents Jesus as teaching; the rabbis, and is thus
the source of at least one painting which suggests that Jesus was
teaching in the temple. There is no such suggestion in Luke. It is
a simple, straightforward story. Jesus is sitting in the temple
"listening. . . and asking questions." Jesus is learning; in the
temple. When he is finally found by his distraught and anxious
parents he replies to their questions, "Wist ye not that I must be
about my Father's business?"

The story concludes with the words, "And Jesus increased in
wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man." You will
recall that these are the words I use at the baptism of each child
presented for that sacrament in this church. To grow in this fashion,
however, is every Christian's business and the business each of us
ought to be minding.








