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THE WAY OF PEACE

"Neither shall they learn war anymore."
--Micah k:3

In a prognostication concerning the church the editor of
Westminster Press recently suggested that within the next few years
sermons will more and more deal with social issues. If that be the

case and if indeed that is what ought to happen, then I might as well
spend my time in the pulpit this morning delineating the proper
course for the United States in the present Vietnam debacle.

There are at least three reasons why I am not going to do that.
One, I am not an expert on a subject which involves political and
economic issues as well as moral issues. Second, you did not come
to church this morning to hear me discuss that subject. You expected
when you entered this place of worship to hear a spiritual message
which might help your own life become stronger and better. Thirdly,
most of you have already made up your own minds about our country's
course in Vietnam and nothing I could say would likely change it.

Unfortunately, in the social climate existing in the United
States today one cannot mention the word "peace" without conjuring up
visions of protests;, mass demonstrations, moratoriums, flag and draft
card burning and conflicting political ideologies. Peace is no
longer identified with an individual's mental and spiritual condition,
but with national and international affairs of a social, political
and economic nature. Which is perhaps one of the reasons there is so
little real peace in the world today.

II

According to the New Testament peace is not a social, political
or economic condition. It is a state of mind. It is an attitude
toward the world in which one lives. It is a combination of many
individual qualities among which are love, understanding, patience
and faith—especially faith! One need but examine the men and women,
young and old, but mainly young, who make up today's many protest
movements. Listen to them for only a few moments and you will
quickly ascertain that their minds and hearts are sorely troubled
and they have no interior peace. Most of them seem to be nihilists
who dislike almost everything that is, but have not the slightest idea
of something better to put in its place save some vague concepts








