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THE GOAL OF LIFE

I press towards the goal. . ."
—Philippians 3:1^

When a minister sought to make plain to his people the difference
between fact and faith he used the following illustration: "That you
are sitting before me in this church," he said, "is a fact. That I am
standing speaking to you from this pulpit is a fact. But it is only
faith that makes me believe anyone is listening!"

Ministers of necessity require a great deal of faith. When
they preach what they consider to be God's own truth week after week
and see how little apparent effect it sometimes has on the listeners
it is easy to get disillusioned and to feel that the whole effort is
useless. I had a young man tell me that recently. He assured me
I was wasting my time preaching here. I should get out into the world
where the action is.

Perhaps he is right. I must confess, as I think every honest
clergyman will, to times when I too feel that though I am preaching,
no one is listening. Jeremiah felt this way over 2,000 years ago
when he lamented in his prayer to God, "Thou are near in their mouth,
but far from their heart." In other words, his people, as many people
today, could speak the right words about God, could go through all the
proper ceremonies, could talk a good religion, but their hearts were
really cold and indifferent and their minds were primarily on other
things.

This whole matter came to my attention recently as I considered
the "generation gap", a term I thoroughly dislike, even though it
does refer to a real condition. My thoughts were directed to this
"gap" or difference between the generations, by the results of an
assignment a Connecticut schoolteacher put before her high school
students. She asked her students to write down three questions which
bothered them most. Before I tell you what some of the most frequent
replies were, formulate some questions of your own. What three
questions bother you the most? What kinds of things do you think of
more than any other? What is it that is on your mind most of the time?

Well, here are some of the most frequent replies received from
those high school students:

1. When are people going to begin to be themselves, have their
own opinions and stop being afraid to disagree with the crowd?

2. When is freedom going to be universal?








